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THE THOROQUGHERED CHORUS MISSION IS TO CHANGE LIVES

Louisville Chapter

HIGHUGHTS OF

THE MONTH

Dredication of
Crallopaloosa May
30 at Veterans Park

JefTersontown

Charging Liveas

WELCOME TO THE THOROUGHBRED
NEWSLETTER. THIS NEWSLETTER WILL BE
PUBLISHED ON-LINE MONTHLY. HARD COPY

VERSIONS AVAILABLE ON REQUEST.

Highlights of this issue:

. Music Craft: Changing Lives by James Embree
. Music Program: Mark Your Calendar

. Get To Know a Thoroughbred: Ashby Brothers
. 72 Years Ago

5. Get to Know an Officer: Joe Uveges

6. SHOTS! (Photo Gallery)
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Louisville #1 Chapter Membership Statistics
Active Members as of May 1, 2010; 53 (Attended in April)
Average Attendance (April, 2010): 43.25 (YTD: 84%)
Average Weeks of Altendance per member YTD (April, 2010): 13.2 wks
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the Louisville #1
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Harmony Society
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The Starting Gate

MUSIC CRAFT OF THE MONTH—CHANGING LIVES

April 2010

By James Embree

MNOTE: See the
accompanying photo in
“BHOTS!™ following the
articles,

| am relatively new to
barbershop singing. compared
to many in the chorus, 1 am
just a five vear member. |
have been leading singing at
churches since | was in junior
high school and singing with
school and church groups all
my life. | started playing
trombone in 5" grade. In
college | decided to major in
instrumental music instead of
voecal, because | had trouble
with vowels sounds and
foreign languages. 1 should
have found a barbershop
group to sing in back then!
One of my classmate’s father
was in the Cave City Chorus.

On Tuesday, April 27", the
bands that | teach combined
for a day of rehearsal and a
concert, which I call the
Mewsom Music Festival. We
do this annually to showcase
the band program and what
the students have leamed
throughout the vear. All of
the schools I teach are small
Christian schools that have
never had a band program
before. | recruit. teach, and
have other concerts
throughout the vear. Another
reason for the festival is for
the students 10 know what 1t
is like to play in a larger
ensemble. All of the bands

are small, from three to twelve members
at cach school.

Mow to the reason for this anticle: Like
most musical groups, there 15 a wide range
of abilities in my band program. Some could play
almost anvthing that is asked of them. Some can
barely play three notes, It 15 a challenge to keep the
best plavers challenged. while still teaching the least
musically talented students and keeping them from
getting discouraged.

I am thinking of one student in particular, The
student has a hard time “fitting in” with his peers.
This particular student is not particularly very good
in school work, He is not athletic and at times says
inappropriate things. But. the student really tries
hard to please—really tries to play the notes. He has
a hard time making a sound out of the instrument.
When he sees improvement, his face lights up. He
shows his enthusiasm by plaving even louder, He
brags about it to his parents, who give him lots of
encouragement.

That is Changing Lives. Dave has said that is our
goal—to change lives. Every time we sing: every
ume we rehearse; every ime we give encouragement
to others. we are changing lives. Yes, there are
failures. Yes, there are times that we do not sound
our best, We forget our words, We are “a little
pitchy.” or not high enough on pitch. But we keep
on striving to hear that “3" man™—that overtone or
even undertone (1 heard one recently in rehearsal!)
that gives it that special sound that only we can

produce,

| have the privilege of directing the chorus from time
o time, Tt is a privilege o direct men, many of
whom are more talented than myself, and to make
music that is better than the individual parts. 1 will
continue to strive o improve my singing and
directing skills. | am no Dave Duncan, and no Jim
Miller, but | am a James Embree. | hope | can
contribute something to help the best group of men |
know.

By the way. I got a hug from that student after the
concert and his mother took our picture. | changed at
least one life. My own, (sniff)

Change a life today!
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